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feeble nation without the definitely clear and volun-
tarily expressed consent and wish of that nation."
Apart from these decrees and pronouncements issued
from time to time, Soviet Union as socialist state abhors
the possession of an Empire. The Soviet Economy is not
capitalist. It cannot develop internal conditions which
may give the impetus for an imperialist expansion. The
cardinal feature of the Soviet Economy is the absence of
private property in the means of production (factories,
mines, land and capital) and so the character of produc-
tion changes. It ceases to be for exchange or profit. It
is for use. It is true as already pointed out in the
preceding pages, that even in the Socialist Economic
system, producing for use, surplus is produced and there-
fore capital accumulates. For, otherwise there would
be no further development of the means of production,
and there would be no further expansion of national
economy. But, then capital is only congealed labour,
not a means of exploitation, as it is no longer privately
owned. Its production, in that case, serves as a lever of
economic expansion; it is no longer reinvested for
producing profit.

Surplus value is created in the entire productive
machinery of the Soviet Union. The surplus produc-
tion does not create surplus capital. It can be all absorb-
ed in the productive apparatus of the nation. In the
capitalist system such a process cannot be allowed
because it gradually reduces the margin of profit to the
vanishing point. With the abolition of private owner-
ship of the means of production, including capital, the
profit motive disappears. So surplus production does
not mean accumulation of capital which must be export-
ed because reinvestment at home would not yield suffi-
cient profit. A country with a socialistic economy